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Front Cover:  Young Man at His Window (1876).  Oil on canvas by Gustave Caillebotte 
(1848-1894).  J. Paul Getty Museum, Object No. 2021.67.  Public domain, Creative 
Commons Zero (CC0) 1.0 Universal license (image modified).  https://www.getty.
edu/art/collection/object/10A2Y1.
Back Cover:  Paris Street; Rainy Day (1877).  Oil on canvas by Gustave Caillebotte 
(1848-1894).  Art Institute of Chicago, Reference No. 1964.336.  Public domain, 
Creative Commons Zero (CC0) 1.0 Universal license.  https://www.artic.edu/
artworks/20684/paris-street-rainy-day.
Gustave Caillebotte’s stunning oil paintings are remarkable not just in beauty, but in capturing 
the momentous changes characteristic of late nineteenth-century Paris.  Caillebotte’s technique 
and style masterfully encapsulate the emerging Impressionist movement of the Parisian art world, 
while his subject selections reveal the radical transformation of the very streets of the city itself.
In Young Man at His Window, the Getty Museum explains, “Caillebotte used his brother René 
and the family’s newly-built apartment building…in the 8th arrondissement of Paris.  This 
expensive and fashionable quarter had been completely transformed by the urban renewal 
project initiated by Baron Haussmann, prefect of the Seine, and by real-estate speculation, in 
which Caillebotte’s recently deceased father Martial had been a major participant.”  For the 
iconic Paris Street; Rainy Day, the Art Institute of Chicago shares, “Caillebotte grew up near 
this district when it was a relatively unsettled hill with narrow, crooked streets.  As part of a 
new city plan designed by Baron Georges-Eugène Haussmann, these streets were relaid and 
their buildings razed during the artist’s lifetime.”
Echoing Caillebotte’s fascination with cityscapes and in the spirit of the flâneur, the leisurely 
urban wanderer of the nineteenth century, author Michael P. Marino encourages a historical 
inquiry model centered on the “walking historian” in which historians and first-year college 
students “tell and preserve the stories of towns and communities undergoing rapid change due 
to industrialization and urbanization.”  Marino’s article, “‘Historians Who Walk’: Historical 
Thinking and Urban Landscapes in New York City and Philadelphia,” kicks off this edition of 
The History Teacher, which has a special focus on Student Thinking.
We hope you and your students are enlightened and empowered by the possibilities presented in this 
issue of The History Teacher.  Thank you for having the courage and skill to be a History Teacher.
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