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Front Cover: Isabel de Borbón, Reina de España, Primera Esposa de Felipe IV (ca. 
1620).  Oil on canvas by Anonymous.  Image uploaded to Wikimedia Commons on 
17 March 2015.  Public domain (image modified).  https://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/File:Rodrigo_de_Villandrando_-_Isabel_of_France_-_WGA25100.jpg.
Back Cover: María Isabel de Braganza como Fundadora del Museo del Prado (1829).  
Oil on canvas by Bernardo López Piquer (1799-1874).  Image uploaded to Wikimedia 
Commons on 9 March 2012.  Public domain (image modified).  https://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Maria_Isabel_of_Portugal_in_front_of_the_Prado_in_1829_
by_Bernardo_López_y_piquer.jpg.
These exquisite paintings of Elisabeth of France, Queen of Spain (1602-1644) and Maria 
Isabel of Braganza, Queen of Spain (1797-1818) are among the thousands of masterpieces 
housed in the world-renowned Museo Nacional del Prado in Madrid.
Like many royals, Elisabeth had multiple identities, and was also known as Isabel of 
Bourbon and additionally held the title of Queen of Portugal.  At age 13, she was married 
to a 10-year-old groom, the future Philip IV, King of Spain and Philip III, King of Portugal.  
While extravagant portraits depict a life of splendor for Elisabeth, of her ten children, five 
died in infancy and three were lost to miscarriage.  Following Elisabeth’s death, Philip 
married his 14-year-old niece, Mariana (Maria Anna) of Austria, the next Queen of Spain.
Maria Isabel, also known as Maria Isabel of Portugal, was married at age 19 to her 
32-year-old uncle, Ferdinand VII, King of Spain.  A painter and aficionado of fine arts, she 
encouraged Ferdinand to create a royal museum.  In this portrait, she gestures to structural 
plans and a building that would one day house the museum.  Maria Isabel had two children, 
one who died in infancy and one who died during a difficult birth that also led to her own 
death, one year before the opening of the royal museum—the now-famous Museo del Prado.
Queens reigning through the ages, empires reaching through the lands, monsters roaming 
through the night, and students resonating through the community—this edition offers 
a special focus on Diverse and Hidden Voices.  We hope you and your students are 
enlightened and empowered by the possibilities presented in this issue of The History 
Teacher.  Thank you for having the courage and skill to be a History Teacher.
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