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Front Cover:  [Portrait of a woman showing images tattooed or painted on her upper 
body].  Photograph by The Plaza Gallery, Los Angeles, California, ca. 1907.  Library of 
Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, LC-DIG-ppmsca-12861.  https://www.loc.gov/
item/2015647716/.  Alternate title: [Mrs. M. Stevens Wagner, half-length portrait, facing 
slightly right, arms and chest covered with tattoos], https://www.loc.gov/item/2002724032/.
Back Cover:  Tattooed lady Betty Broadbent, 4 April 1938.  Photograph, 4 April 1938.  
Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales and Courtesy ACP Magazines Ltd., 
Record No. 9qoaJML1.  https://collection.sl.nsw.gov.au/record/9qoaJML1/Vwmgp27Gbla4l.
The History Teacher concludes its 55th Anniversary Edition featuring famous and fabulous tattooed 
ladies of the past.
Maud Stevens Wagner was a performer and tattoo artist in her own right at the turn of the twentieth 
century.  In this 1907 portrait, we see the impressive scale and diversity of what is truly a body of 
art.  Her arms showcase a menagerie of dragons, dragonflies, butterflies, birds, speeding horses, 
and a soaring eagle alongside an American flag.  Across her chest is a nature scene with trees, birds, 
snakes, monkeys, and lions—with a woman riding one of the lions as a sun beams out across the sky.
Betty Broadbent continued the legacy of such pioneering women more than a quarter-century later.  
In this 1938 photograph, we see stunning examples of the classic themes in early American tattoo 
culture.  Among the most popular themes, an eagle atop an American flag fully extends across her 
chest.  Her arms and legs include portraits of various ladies, the Statue of Liberty, an armed soldier, 
an American Indian, Japanese geisha, and a portrayal of Francisco “Pancho” Villa.
Complementing the fact that teaching history is an art, this issue of The History Teacher features 
a special focus on Teaching History with Art.  Kenneth H. Marcus and Jon Hall begin this 
exploration with “Teaching History with the Arts: An Experimental Study,” followed by Clinton 
D. Young’s “Concerto for Classroom: Teaching with Classical Music and Opera as Historical 
Sources” and Michael La Vaglio’s “Empire of Ink: Using the Tattoo to Teach About the Rise of 
American Imperialism at the Turn of the Twentieth Century.”
We hope you and your students enjoy the possibilities presented in this issue of The History Teacher.  
It has been an honor and a pleasure to celebrate 55 years of innovative, inspiring scholarship, 
and The History Teacher is indebted to the talented scholars who make this journal possible.
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Jon Coburn is a Senior Lecturer in American Studies and Programme 
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