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Electronics industries benefit greatly from a seemingly insatiable craving for the 
“latest and greatest” gizmos and gadgets.  Genuine curiosity and interest in efficiency 
may be further fueled by slick marketing campaigns, persuasive sales representatives, 
or the tried-and-true practice of planned obsolescence.

But what happens when the shiny and superb fades to dull and dated?  In the ugliest 
extremes, electronic waste is simply dumped into landfills or incinerated en masse, 
contaminating air, soil, water, wildlife, and human bodies, both near and far.  Ideally, 
e-waste is not wasteful at all, with electronic components refurbished, recycled, or 
reconstituted for continued use through careful and conscientious processes.

Thankfully (if also ironically), students can use their own digital devices to investigate 
their schools’ e-waste procedures, locate state and local e-waste programs, and 
influence federal and international e-waste policies.  Harnessing the power they 
literally hold in their hands, students can aim for—and achieve—a better future for 
themselves and for us all.

We hope you and your students enjoy the possibilities presented in this edition of 
The History Teacher, a special-focus issue on Digital History.
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