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Diaries, letters, and other such primary sources offer historians the opportunity for first-
hand, in-depth, intimate perspectives from the past. With respect to the discipline of history,
we strive to conduct thorough, responsible research in order to contribute to the hallowed
halls of Academia. Yet we must also consider the respect owed to our subjects—those
individuals who authored such deeply personal (and presumably private) accounts.

In the Introduction to Leaves from a Bad Girl’s Diary, editor E. E. Bower writes, “when I
first knew Eliza Jane Smith, she was a little girl about 11 years old, and her diary covers
a space of some two years” (p. 3). According to Bower, Eliza’s diary was inscribed in a
secret code of sorts, “all written in her peculiar system of short-hand writing, but when I was
determined to translate it, she kindly gave me the key” (p. 83). If Bower is to be believed,
Eliza consented to this particular publication of her private thoughts and admissions.

However, Bower also offers an admission of her own—in effect, a confession of plotting
academic blackmail: “I hear that, as she grew older, she occasionally wrote in another
account book, just like the first one. I am going to see her and threaten to tell her real name
unless she gives it to me, to rewrite for the benefit of humanity” (p. 3). One can hope this
is simply sarcasm rather than truly sinister.

We hope you and your students will benefit from the possibilities presented in this edition of The
History Teacher, including a special focus on Personal Histories and Games and Role-Play.

The History Teacher publishes articles of three general types: (1) reports on promising new
classroom techniques, educational programs, curricula, and methods of evaluating instructional
effectiveness; (2) analyses of important interpretations, leading historians, historiographical
problems, and recent trends in specific fields of historical research; and (3) critical review essays
on audiovisual materials, textbooks, and other secondary works suitable for classroom use.

The History Teacher also publishes reviews of audiovisual materials, books, supplementary readers,
and other printed classroom materials, with evaluations of their scholarly reliability, formats,
and effectiveness of presentation. Reviews are commissioned in advance. Readers interested in
contributing reviews should advise the Editor of their qualifications and fields of specialization.

Submission guidelines for The History Teacher are available on the final page of this issue. Additional
information for contributing authors is available at <https://www.thehistoryteacher.org/contributing>.

Correspondence regarding contributions to The History Teacher and materials for review should be
sent to the Editor, The History Teacher; California State University, Long Beach; 1250 Bellflower
Boulevard; Long Beach, CA 90840-1601.

The Society for History Education affirms that it does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion,
national origin, age, or sex. Inquiries concerning the application of Title IX and other federal and state
statutes may be referred to the Affirmative Action Officer; California State University, Long Beach;
1250 Bellflower Boulevard; Long Beach, CA 90840.

The History Teacher disclaims responsibility for statements, either of fact or opinion, made by contributors.

The History Teacheris abstracted or indexed in Historical Abstracts, Education Abstracts, Professional
Development, Academic Search, America: History and Life, and the U.S. Dept. of Education’s ERIC.
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The History of
The History Teacher

Collaboration, Cooperation, Innovation, and Excellence

In 1940, the Teachers’ History Club at the University of
Notre Dame created the “Quarterly Bulletin of the Teachers’
History Club” to improve the learning experience in the
history classroom.

By 1967, the expanding collaboration of educators
reorganized as the History Teachers’ Association and
decided to transform the bulletin into an academic journal—
The History Teacher.

In 1972, the association transferred guardianship of The
History Teacher to coordinating faculty members at the
Department of History at California State University,
Long Beach. In the interest of independence and self-
determination, the associated teachers incorporated as a
non-profit organization.

The Society for History Education, Inc. (SHE) was
recognized by the State of California in 1972.

In 2012, the Society began offering full-text, open access
to recent archives of The History Teacher at its website,
thehistoryteacher.org.

In 2016, The History Teacher entered its 50™ Volume,
and we look forward to 50 more!

celebrating

50 years

The History Teacher « 50 volumes ¢ 1967-2017




