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In a weird and wild world, our hopes and fears permeate the stories we tell—in fiction
and in fact. Classic tales pit heroes against villains, whether embodied by individuals,
organizations, or abstract ideas. In “History of the Future: A Powerful Way to Teach
the Past (and Present),” Eric Otremba demonstrates how even time itself'is depicted as
potential savior as we imagine a future that inevitably solves all our current problems.
Meanwhile, in “Enchanted Capitalism: Myths, Monsters, and Markets,” Alex Zukas
explores creatures of horror across history, and how they relate to concepts and
mechanisms that have influenced markets and minds around the world.

On the topic of cherished heroes, this issue also specifically highlights the role of the
teacher, with insightful contributions from Lauren McArthur Harris and Brian Girard,
Eve Kornfeld, and Chauncey Monte-Sano, Anne Bordonaro, and Jared Aumen.

We hope you and your students enjoy the possibilities presented in this edition of
The History Teacher, which includes a special focus on The Teacher and a feature
on Heroes and Villains.

The History Teacher publishes articles of three general types: (1) reports on promising new
classroom techniques, educational programs, curricula, and methods of evaluating instructional
effectiveness; (2) analyses of important interpretations, leading historians, historiographical
problems, and recent trends in specific fields of historical research; and (3) critical review essays
on audiovisual materials, textbooks, and other secondary works suitable for classroom use.

The History Teacher also publishes reviews of audiovisual materials, books, supplementary readers,
and other printed classroom materials, with evaluations of their scholarly reliability, formats,
and effectiveness of presentation. Reviews are commissioned in advance. Readers interested in
contributing reviews should advise the Editor of their qualifications and fields of specialization.

Submission guidelines for The History Teacher are available on the final page of this issue. Additional
information for contributing authors is available at <https://www.thehistoryteacher.org/contributing>.

Correspondence regarding contributions to The History Teacher and materials for review should be
sent to the Editor, The History Teacher; California State University, Long Beach; 1250 Bellflower
Boulevard; Long Beach, CA 90840-1601.

The Society for History Education affirms that it does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion,
national origin, age, or sex. Inquiries concerning the application of Title IX and other federal and state
statutes may be referred to the Affirmative Action Officer; California State University, Long Beach;
1250 Bellflower Boulevard; Long Beach, CA 90840.

The History Teacher disclaims responsibility for statements, either of fact or opinion, made by contributors.

The History Teacheris abstracted orindexed in Historical Abstracts, Education Abstracts, Professional
Development, Academic Search, America: History and Life, and the U.S. Dept. of Education’s ERIC.
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In Memoriam

Stmeon J. Crowther
1943—2019

Historian of American Economics

Former President of the Society for History Education

Simeon J. Crowther, a leader in the effort to expand the
role of teaching in the activities of the American Historical
Association (AHA), died on November 14, 2019, in Seal
Beach, California. A member of the economics department at
California State University, Long Beach (CSULB), Sim was a
specialist in the economic history of 18th-century America.
He was a central figure in university professors’ movement to
improve the teaching of history in schools.

Born in 1943 in North Sydney, Nova Scotia, Sim grew up in
the town of Willows in northern California. He received his
bachelor’s degree at the University of Oregon and his doctorate
at the University of Pennsylvania. In 1968, he became assistant
professor of economics at CSULB, and, in 1973, he won a
fellowship at Harvard University. His publications included
“The Shipbuilding Output of the Delaware Valley, 1722-1776"
in the Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society
(1973) and “Urban Growth in the Mid-Atlantic States, 1785—
1850” in the Journal of Economic History (1976).

A meeting of remembrance held on December 7, 2019, on the
CSULB campus drew 75 people from his family and a variety of
disciplines at the university. Sim’s career at CSULB included a
number of administrative positions: he served as chair of both
the economics and finance departments, dean of the School of
Social and Behavioral Sciences, and interim vice president for
academic affairs. During the 1970s and 1980s, harsh tensions
betweenfacultyand administrationat CSULB posed asignificant
challenge to leadership. Crowther’s ability to maintain good
relations with colleagues from many departments enabled
him to contribute creatively to administrative matters for




Dr. Crowther was
President of the
Society for History
Education from
1988 to 2003.

Image by
Sara Waggener Smith

an unusually long period of time. In retirement, he wrote a
manuscript on faculty experience during the rapid growth of
the California State University system in the 1950s.

Simeon also played an important role in the process whereby
teaching gradually became a major concern of the AHA. In
1978, he joined the board of The History Teacher, the quarterly
journal that began at the University of Notre Dame in 1967 and
moved to CSULB in 1972. In 1978, Crowther joined the board
of the Society for History Education (SHE), which published
The History Teacher and played a major role in encouraging
the AHA to rethink its goals to include the teaching of history.
Crowther became SHE’s president in 1988, and worked closely
with the growing number of historians who were developing
programs on their campuses to work with history teachers.
He presided over SHE’s national board and its journal, which
met during the annual meetings of the AHA. He also arranged
informal get-togethers for historians who were working with
local teachers. Crowther played a central role in helping The
History Teacher flourish at a time when many scholarly
periodicals were encountering major difficulties. In 2003, he
passed on the presidency of the SHE to Troy Johnson, professor
of history and American Indian studies at CSULB.

Sim is survived by his wife, Sara Waggener Smith, professor
emerita in psychology and linguistics at CSULB; his daughter,
Kathleen Crowther, associate professor in history of science at
the University of Oklahoma; his son, John Charles Crowther;
and five grandchildren.

William Weber
California State University, Long Beach
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The History of
The History Teacher

Collaboration, Cooperation, Innovation, and Excellence

In 1940, the Teachers’ History Club at the University of
Notre Dame created the “Quarterly Bulletin of the Teachers’
History Club” to improve the learning experience in the
history classroom.

By 1967, the expanding collaboration of educators
reorganized as the History Teachers’ Association and
decided to transform the bulletin into an academic journal—
The History Teacher.

In 1972, the association transferred guardianship of The
History Teacher to coordinating faculty members at the
Department of History at California State University,
Long Beach. In the interest of independence and self-
determination, the associated teachers incorporated as a
non-profit organization.

The Society for History Education, Inc. (SHE) was
recognized by the State of California in 1972.

In 2012, the Society began offering full-text, open access
to recent archives of The History Teacher at its website,
thehistoryteacher.org.

In 2016, The History Teacher entered its 50™ Volume,
and we look forward to 50 more!

celebrating

50 years

The History Teacher « 50 volumes ¢ 1967-2017
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The Richard and Louise Wilde
Student Internship Award

Julie Haltom
California State University, Long Beach
2020-2021 Wilde Award Recipient

Awarded by the
Department of History
at California State University, Long Beach
and the Society for History Education

The Richard and Louise Wilde Award invites applications
from students at California State University, Long Beach in
master’s, credential, and advanced undergraduate programs.

Students must demonstrate strong interest in pedagogy,

specifically in teaching history. The recipient also receives a

year-long student internship with the editorial board of the
The History Teacher.

thehistoryteacher.org/awards




New AHA Booklet

European Emigration
to the Americas,

European Emigration
1492 to Independence:

to the Americas,

1492 to Independence:
A Hemispheric View
ERIC HINDERAKER
AND REBECCA HORN

Designed for high school
and college classrooms

historians.org/booklets

Members receive 30% off all AHA publications
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