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Cover:  Wounded Yellow Robe, Timber Yellow Robe, and Henry Standing Bear, 1883, #1 [before].  
Photograph by John N. Choate, 15 November 1883.  Carlisle Indian School Digital Resource Center.  
Dickinson College Archives & Special Collections.  http://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/images/
wounded-yellow-robe-timber-yellow-robe-and-henry-standing-bear-1883-1/.
Back Cover:  Wounded Yellow Robe, Timber Yellow Robe, and Henry Standing Bear, 1886 [after].  
Photograph by John N. Choate, November 1886.  Carlisle Indian School Digital Resource Center.  
Dickinson College Archives & Special Collections.  http://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/images/
wounded-yellow-robe-timber-yellow-robe-and-henry-standing-bear-1886-after/.
“Kill the Indian, and Save the Man” was the advice of Richard Henry Pratt, founder of the Carlisle Indian 
Industrial School.  The Pennsylvania institution was widely noted as a “model school,” and similar operations 
sprouted throughout the growing United States from the late 1800s to early 1900s.  The U.S. Bureau of Indian 
Affairs was an adopter of this approach, which included bringing children and teenagers—by force in many 
cases—to live at a centralized, official school.
Separated from parents and family, indigenous youth were expected to become “assimilated,” “civilized,” and 
“Americanized.”  Former students have documented experiences of their tribal clothing and belongings being 
replaced with school uniforms, personal or traditional hairstyles being replaced with short or shaved haircuts, 
and native languages being replaced with English only.  Original, family-given names were replaced with 
European names—at random, according to some accounts.
John Choate’s photographs were used in pamphlets, books, and other advertising for the Carlisle School as 
evidence of the program’s success.  Choate presented these “before and after” photos to show the transformation 
from Indian to Man (or Woman, in the case of the girls and ladies programs).  This was argued to be a humane 
solution to the “Indian Problem” because—as opposed to annihilation—boarding schools permitted indigenous 
populations to enter society with a useful, employable set of skills, ready to join the American workforce.
Digital Collections at Dickinson College and The New York Public Library offer students several stark compare-
and-contrast views, with opportunities to unpack primary sources for more information.  Will students notice the 
backdrops, furnishings, and flooring across the Choate photos, indicating they are literally staged?  Will students 
notice the lighting adjustments from photo to photo, and wonder what features are emphasized or lost as a result?  
Will students reach for their phones and click on accounts that claim Choate had costumes in his studio?
We hope you and your students enjoy the learning possibilities presented in this edition of The History Teacher, 
a special-focus issue on Indigenous and Postcolonial Perspectives.
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Source:  Tom Torlino, 1882 and 1885.  
“This caption reads: ‘Tom Torlino—
Navajo.  As he entered the school in 1882.  
As he appeared three years later.’  This 
image appears in John N. Choate’s Souvenir 
of the Carlisle Indian School (Carlisle, PA: 
J. N. Choate, 1902).”  <http://carlisleindian.
dickinson.edu/images/tom-torlino-1882-
and-1885>.

Note:  Photographs by John N. Choate, Carlisle, PA.  Images available via the Carlisle Indian School Digital Resource Center, 
Dickinson College Archives & Special Collections, <http://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/images>.

Source 1 (left):  Benjamin Thomas, Mary 
Perry, and John Menaul, 1880 [before].  
“Benjamin Thomas (Wat-ye-eh), Mary 
Perry (Ki-ot-se), and John Menaul 
(Kowsh-te-ah), at their arrival and in 
native dress, Pueblo Indians from Laguna, 
New Mexico.”  <http://carlisleindian.
dickinson.edu/images/benjamin-thomas-
mary-perry-and-john-menaul-1880>.

Source 2 (right):  Benjamin Thomas, 
Mary Perry, and John Menaul, c. 1883 
[after].  “Benjamin Thomas (Wat-ye-
eh), Mary Perry (Ki-ot-se), and John 
Menaul (Kowsh-te-ah), Pueblo Indians 
from Laguna, New Mexico, in their 
school uniforms.”  <http://carlisleindian.
dickinson.edu/images/benjamin-thomas-
mary-perry-and-john-menaul-c1883-
after>.

Source 1 (left):  Four Pueblo Children 
from Zuni, New Mexico, c. 1880.  “The 
printed caption on the reverse side reads: 
‘No 20. Teai-e-se-u-lu-ti-wa - Frank 
Cushing.  Tra-wa-ea-tsa-lun-kia - Saylor 
[Taylor] Ealy.  Tsai au-tit-sa - Mary 
Ealy.  Jan-i-uh-tit sa - Jennie Hammaker. 
- Pueblos.’”  <http://carlisleindian.
dickinson.edu/images/four-pueblo-
children-zuni-new-mexico-c1880>.

Source 2 (right):  Frank Cushing, 
Taylor Ealy, Mary Ealy, and Jennie 
Hammaker [version 1], c. 1880.  “Studio 
portrait of Frank Cushing (standing at 
left), Taylor Ealy (standing at right), 
Mary Ealy (seated in swing at left), 
and Jennie Hammaker (seated at right), 
all wearing school uniforms.”  <http://
carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/images/
frank-cushing-taylor-ealy-mary-ealy-
and-jennie-hammaker-version-1-c1880>.


