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Cover:  [Untitled].  Digital image [of a 1920 portrait of Marian Anderson] uploaded to Wikimedia 
Commons by user “YgorCS~commonswiki” on 8 May 2008.  <https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:MarianAnderson20.jpg>.

Back Cover:  Washington’s prominent figures listen to Marian Anderson’s singing.  Washington, 
D.C., April 9.  Behind Marian Anderson, the heroic statue of Lincoln; beside her, Cabinet members 
and Senators; before her a crowd of 75,000 black and white listeners.  Left to right - Secretary of the 
Treasury Henry Morganthau, Mrs. Morganthau, Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes, [...] at the 
piano, Marian Anderson. 4-9-39.  Photograph by Harris and Ewing, 9 April 1939 (image cropped).  
Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, LC-DIG-hec-26452.  <https://www.loc.gov/
item/2016875409/>.

Marian Anderson, the world-renowned contralto from Philadelphia, dazzled audiences across the 
country, gained admiration from international heads of state, and, yes, encountered racism despite 
her stunning success and talent.  When the Daughters of the American Revolution refused to let her 
sing to an integrated audience in their Constitution Hall in 1939, an advocate and admirer by the 
name of Eleanor Roosevelt openly criticized the decision, resigned her membership with the DAR, 
and helped organize a highly publicized Easter Sunday concert at the iconic Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington, D.C.  On April 9, 1939, Marian Anderson shared her voice with 75,000 attendants in the 
crowd, millions of listeners over the radio, and countless others through history.

A newsreel of the concert is available on YouTube via the UCLA Film & Television Archive’s “Hearst 
Metrotone News Collection” at <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XF9Quk0QhSE>.

This edition of The History Teacher includes two special collections, including the first of a two-part 
feature on “Race in the United States” and a look at “Trade Books in Elementary and Middle School.”  
We hope you and your students enjoy the scholarship within.
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