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The stunning, intricate design of the piano is normally hidden beneath the surface, yet these inner
workings can produce magnificent and historic masterpieces. With coordination and expertise,
individual—and even contrasting—notes are able to join together to create harmony.

The History Teacher spotlights the incredible and ambitious endeavor, the American Historical
Association’s Tuning Project. Historians from around the world are working in concert to improve
the teaching and learning of history throughout the globe. In the United States, the AHA has taken
lead in Tuning, collaborating with faculty across the country “to articulate the disciplinary core of
historical study and to define what a student should understand and be able to do at the completion of
a history degree program.” Learn more about the AHA’s Tuning Project at <https://www.historians.
org/tuning>, but first enjoy this issue of The History Teacher, which begins with Daniel J. McInerney’s
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A Statement from the
American Historical Association

The American Historical Association is grateful to
the 166 historians who have participated in Tuning
and made it possible to begin the process of a national
reconsideration of post-secondary history education.
We especially appreciate the extraordinary efforts of
the Tuning Project’s faculty chair Anne Hyde, and the
support from the Teaching Division Vice Presidents
during the course of the initiative: Patricia Limerick,
Elaine Carey, and Elizabeth Lehfeldt. None of us could
have figured out how to do this without advice from
the the Institute for Evidence-Based Change. Similarly,
our colleagues at the National Institute for Learning
Outcomes Assessment are now helping us move the
work in promising new directions.

AHA Tuning has been supported by a generous grant
from the Lumina Foundation. We appreciate the
Foundation’s willingness to help us try something new,
and its sustenance of a network of diverse colleagues in
other disciplines working on similar terrain.

James Grossman
Executive Director
American Historical Association

Julia Brookins
Special Projects Coordinator
American Historical Association




