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Cover: Magna Carta, 1297 [close-up detail view]. A fragile parchment suffering multiple areas of
decay and inscribed with the “dead language” of Latin, this 1297 copy of Magna Carta was auctioned
at Sotheby’s for $21.3 million in December 2007, transferring ownership from billionaire Ross Perot
to billionaire David Rubenstein of The Carlyle Group. Winning bidder Rubenstein placed the docu-
ment on permanent loan to be displayed at the U.S. National Archives. David W. Saxe and Scott
Alan Metzger each examine Magna Carta’s extensive historical legacy, with contributions beginning
on page 329 and 345 of this issue.
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